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PRESIDENT’S

        Message

Dear fellow members,

K. Syama Raju
President
SIHRA

The safety and security of guests and employees remain one 
of the top priorities for the hospitality industry.  The Eagle 
Application developed by Amtex Systems in consultation 
with the Tamil Nadu Police has simplified the cumbersome 
process of sharing information with the Police as was done 
in the past. The application now allows data to be transferred 
directly to the police control room. It allows the police to 
take appropriate action against any guest with a lookout 
notice against them, who may be staying at the hotel.  Eagle 
was launched at Grand by GRT in Chennai in December 
and it was attended by a large number of hoteliers and the 
Commissioner of Police and other senior police officials.

SIHRA Executive Committee Members traveled to Vietnam 
and visited places of interest. The purpose of the visit was to 
promote tourism. 2019 was the ASEAN year of Tourism. The 
simplification of the visa process has made travel easier.

The South India Travel Expo (SITE) is scheduled to be held in 
Thiruvananthapuram from May 7 to 10, 2020 and it promises 
to be a large event with many travels and tour operators 
attending the event.

We look forward to a promising 2020.

Kind Regards,
K.Syama Raju
President 
SIHRA
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out any responsibility on our part. The publisher regrets that he cannot accept liability for 
errors and omissions contained in this publication, however caused. Similarly, opinions/
views expressed by third parties in abstract and/or in interviews are not necessarily shared 
by SIHRA News. However, we wish to advice our readers that one or more recognised au-
thorities may hold different views than those reported. Material used in this publication is 
intended for information purpose only. Readers are advised to seek specific advice before 
acting on information contained in this publication which is provided for general use, and 
may not be appropriate for the readers’ particular circumstances.
Contents of this publication are copyright. No part of SIHRA News or any part of the 
contents thereof may be reproduced, stored in retrieval system or transmitted in any form 
without the permission of the publication in writing. The same rule applies when there 
is a copyright or the article is taken from another publication. An exemption is hereby 
granted for the extracts used for the purpose of fair review, provided two copies of the 
same publication are sent to us for our records. Publications reproducing material either 
in part or in whole, without permission could face legal action. The publisher assumes 
no responsibility for returning any material solicited or unsolicited nor is he responsible 
for material lost or damaged. This publication is not meant to be an endorsement of any 
specific product or services offered. The publisher reserves the right to refuse, withdraw, 
amend or otherwise deal with all advertisements without explanation. All advertisements 
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SITE 2020:
Exploring new vistas of trade

The 2020 edition of South India Travel Expo – SITE 2020 is 
slated to take place in the city from 7th to 10th of May, 2020. 
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Thiruvananthapuram, the abode 
of Sri Padmanabha and the one 
of the fastest-growing capital 

cities in the country is gearing up to 
host the biggest travel and tourism 
exchange event. The 2020 edition 
of South India Travel Expo – SITE 
2020 is slated to take place in the 
city from 7th to 10th of May, 2020. 
South Indian states in the country 
hold immense potentiality with its 
diverse tourism prospects at hand 
and furnishing these possibilities 
will help boost the economy of the 
country and place the South Indian 
states on the global tourism map. In 
an attempt to revive the tourism and 
hospitality potential of the Southern 
states of the country, the event will 
bring together key industry leaders 
in South India. 

SITE 2020, South India’s prestigious 
Travel Expo, is envisioned as 
an annual B2B travel and trade 
exhibition that will bring potential 
exhibitors and buyers and provide 
opportunities to develop new 
business partnerships and boost 
their endeavours. The event is 
scheduled to be held at Uday Palace 
Convention Centre in Kowdiar, 
Trivandrum, Kerala. SITE 2020 is the 
ultimate opportunity to connect 
and interact with key players in the 
travel and tourism industry in the 
southern region of the country. 
SITE is one of a kind in the vastness 
of opportunities it delivers for the 
exhibitor. The first travel and trade 
expo in South India with such 
grandeur, SITE is the best venue that 
provides new vistas of opportunities 
to avail the best of the travel and 
tourism industry. SITE strives to 
deliver a vibrant environment for 
business –to – business and business 
– to – client organizations across 
South India. 

The three-day gala will have its 
share of trade meetings, corporate 
meetings, local buyer meetings that 
will help explore the opportunities 
to boost the tourism prospects. 
The event will help bridge the 
gap between South Indian states 
and help explore new vistas of 
co-operation and collaboration 
between these states to take the 
tourism sector to new heights. SITE 
2020 puts forth a vast arena where 
you can meet the trade giants from 

the industry, gather new insights 
to bring your trade forward, avail 
vast networking opportunities and 
find the right collaborators for 
your trade. Businesses can avail an 
exquisite opportunity to market their 
products, boost their brand visibility 
and leave an everlasting imprint of 
their brand identity among the top 
contenders in the industry. SITE is 
a unique opportunity for the travel 
trade to meet, network, negotiate 
and conduct business like never. 
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SITE 2020 offers an immense 
opportunity to conduct business 
with over 5000 + qualified industry 
buyers and trade visitors and 
provides a venue to showcase your 
products and services to the global 
travel trade community. You can 
avail a series of sponsorship and 
branding avenues to maximize 
your brand exposure at this grand 
business trade show. The core idea 
behind such an event is to create a 
strong connection with the travel 
trade community by delivering 
promising networking opportunities 
throughout SITE 2020. 

The event will have pre-scheduled 
B2B Meetings, serving as an 
effective tool to do quality 
business on a global scale and 
get your business ahead fellow 
competitors. The event will bring 
in +1000 qualified industry buyers, 
both domestic and abroad, and 
+3000 trade visitors Stalls for 
key hoteliers and resorts, tourism 
boards and organisations, airlines, 
hotel suppliers, travel agents, tour 
operators, travel tech innovators 
etc. Exhibition of products and 
services to domestic and global 
travel and tourism market leaders 
will provide an opportunity no other 
trade show can assure. The event 
promises to deliver unparalleled 
trade networking opportunities 
for buyers and exhibitors from the 
travel and trade industry. The event 
will take into serious deliberation 
the changing trade scenario and 
evolving vistas of travel trade and 
gather market intelligence that 
serves you better. 

The event is organized by South 
Kerala Hoteliers’ Forum (SKHF) 
in association with South India 
Hotels and Restaurants Association 
(SIHRA). 

SKHF is an apex organization 
of hotel owners and hospitality 
professionals from Southern 
districts of Kerala. Started in the 
year 1991 as Haute Club with 12 
members, South Kerala Hotelier’s 
Forum (SKHF) at present has 50 
Members representing all the major 
hotels and resorts in the southern 
districts of Kerala. 

SIHRA was incorporated in 1951 to 
encourage, promote and protect 
the interests of member estab-
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lishments. It has been rendering 
professional advice and assistance 
from time-to-time to all its mem-
bers, on topics of vital importance. 
SIHRA, now more than six decades 
old, is a pre-eminent trade asso-
ciation for the hospitality industry 
in Southern India, comprising 
the states of Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, and the Union Territory of 
Puducherry. SIHRA constitutes the 
southern region of the country’s 
apex hospitality trade association, 
Federation of Hotel & Restaurant 
Associations of India (FHRAI), 
which presently has a pan-India 
membership of around 4000. 

What makes SITE 2020 bigger 
is the capacity of its organisers 
with such capacity to drive the 
tourism arena of the South Indian 
region to new heights. The event 
will bring in key contenders of 
various magnitude and prospects 
that are sure to create a surge of 
business returns for the tourism 
sector. The event will have top 
tour operators, travel agents, 
wedding planners, corporate 
travel decision-makers, potential 
investors in the field of hospitality, 
leisure and travel industry, location 
planners from leading television 
& film production houses and so 
on. The event will have one-day 
trips, conceived as pre-post tours 
with a diverse package, offering an 
opportunity to visit the hotspots 
of tourism activity in the state 
and develop new business deals. 
Networking opportunities are 
also offered over cocktail dinners 
hosted by top players in the capital 
city. You can’t afford to miss this 
unrivalled platform to interact 
with customers individually as well 
as professionally. In all its glory, 
SITE 2020 will unabashedly deliver 
what’s best to boost your business 
endeavour all the while widening 
the business horizons of tourism – 
hospitality industry in the southern 
region.   

The dawn of a new decade has 
brought in its wake  a first-of-its-
kind opportunity that will help 
the trade usher. SITE 2020 is sure 
to leave an imprint and stand out 
from its fellow competitors. Come, 
be part of SITE 2020 while it makes 
history.
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Tourism Potential at Its Best:
SOUTH INDIAN STATES

N.Vijayagopalan

The dynamics of tourism in the socio-economic development of a country 
like India need not be over  emphasized. The contribution of tourism as 
an earner of foreign exchange, provider of employment and inclusive 

growth has been proved beyond doubt. Tourism in India is economically 
very important and is growing rapidly. The World Travel and Tourism 

Council calculated that tourism generated Rs.16.91 lakh crore (US$240 
billion) or 9.2% of India’s GDP in 2018 and supported 42.673 million jobs, 

8.1% of its total employment.

TOURISM
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India is a large market for travel 
and tourism. It offers a diverse 
portfolio of niche tourism 

products - cruises, adventure, 
medical, wellness, sports, MICE, 
eco-tourism, film, rural and religious 
tourism. India has been recognized 
as a destination for spiritual tourism 
for domestic and international 
tourists. In Independence speech 
from Red Fort, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi urged people to visit 
15 domestic tourist destinations in 
India by 2022 to promote tourism. 
India was ranked 34th in the Travel 
& Tourism Competitiveness Report 
2019 published by the World 
Economic Forum.

Over 50 per cent of the domestic 
tourist visits to India have been to 
the five southern States and in the 
case of foreign tourist visits, it is 
more than 30 per cent during 2017 
and 2018. The main factors behind 
the tourism potential of South 
Indian States are the large number 
of tourist attractions coupled 
with relatively friendly weather 
conditions. In this article, let us have 
a glance on the tourism landscape 
of South India, covering the States 
of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telengana and 
the Union Territory of Puducherry, 
with particular focus on the tourist 
attractions in these areas.

Andhra Pradesh

Andhra Pradesh is a State having a 
prominent place in India’s tourism 
map. The weather in Andhra Pradesh 
is mostly tropical and the best time 
to visit is in November through 
to January. The monsoon season 
commences in June and ends in 
September, so travel would not be 
advisable during this period.

Andhra Pradesh is the home of many 
religious pilgrim centres:

Tirumala Tirupati, the abode of Lord 
Venkateswara, is the second richest 
and most visited religious centre 
in the world. This temple is also 
one among the 108divyadesams 
dedicated to Lord Vishnu. 
Brahmotsavams are held every 
year and around 5,00,000 devotees 
throng to the hill for seeking 
blessings of the lord.

Kanaka Durga Temple of 
goddess Durga is situated on the 
Indrakeeladri hill in the city of 
Vijayawada on the banks of Krishna 
River. A large number of pilgrims 
attend the colourful celebrations of 
Tepotsavam and for holy dip in the 

Krishna river during the festival of 
Dusshera.

Mallikarjuna Swamy temple situated 
at Srisailam in the Nallamala Hills 
of Kurnool district is the abode of 
lord Shiva and is one of the twelve 
Jyotirlinga shrines in India. It is 
believed that Lord Rama himself 
installed the Sahasralinga, while the 
Pandavas lodged the Panchapandava 
lingas in the temple courtyard.

Kodandarama temple in Vontimitta, 
Kadapa district is a 16th-century 
temple dedicated to Lord Sri Rama is 
of great significance in the history of 
Andhra Pradesh.
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The five ancient Hindu temples of 
Lord Shiva, known as Pancharama 
Kshetras, are located at – Amararama 
(Amaravathi), Draksharama, 
Somarama (Bhimavaram), 
Ksheerarama (Palakollu) and 
Kumararama (Samalkota).

Srikalahasteeswara temple 
located on the banks of the 
river Swarnamukhi, Srikalahasti, 
Chittoor district is one among 
the panchabhoota lingas which 

represents Vaayu, henceforth the 
Linga is also called Vaayu linga. The 
rest four lingas are present in Tamil 
Nadu.

There are 9 temples dedicated 
to Lord Narasimha. 8 temples 
are located in Andhra Pradesh, 
they are Simhachalam, Antarvedi, 
Vedadri, Mangalagiri, Penchalakona, 
Ahobilam, Yaganti and Kadiri. 
Ahobilam is one among the 108 
divyadesams dedicated to Lord 

Vishnu and Mangalagiri is one 
among the 8 swayambhu kshetras 
of lord Vishnu. The other one is 
Yadagirigutta, also known as Yadadri 
of Telangana state.

As per the Astadasha Shakti Peetha 
sloka, 3 shakti peethas are situated 
in Andhra Pradesh state. They are 
Draksharamam (originally known 
as Daksharamam), Pithapuram and 
Srisailam.

Lord Veerabhadra swamy temple, 
right in the middle of Godavari 
river near to Pattiseema village 
is a famous temple referred in 
puranasLegend says that, Lord 
Veerabhadra washed his blooded 
sword after destructing NiShiva 
yaga held at Draksharamam by king 
Daksha, father of Uma Devi.

Lord Hanuman temple at Ponnur, 
Guntur district is a famous temple. 
The height of Hanuman statue is 
more than 23 metres and also there 
is a temple for Garuda right opposite 
to Hanuman’s temple in the same 
premises.

Ainavilli, located at a distance 
of 12 km from Amalapuram and 
Kanipakam, Chittoor district is known 
for lord Vighneshwara temples.

Trikutaparvatam, well known as 
Kotappakonda, is a sacred pilgrim 
place near Narasaraopet of Guntur 
district. Maha Shivaratri is a festival 
done here. Approximately 7 - 8 lakhs 
of devotees throng to the temple for 
Lord almighty’s blessings.

Other religious places include, 
Raghavendra Swami Mutt in 
Mantralayam of Kurnool district, Lord 
Venkateswara temple in Dwaraka 
Tirumala of West Godavari District, 
Annavaram temple in East Godavari 
and Arasavalli Surya temple, 
srikurmam and Srimukhalingam 
temples of Srikakulam District etc., 
are also religious places for divine 
worships in the state.

Andhra Pradesh has many Buddhist 
centres, the major among them 
include Amaravathi, Nagarjuna 
Konda and Bhattiprolu in Guntur 
District; Ghantasala in Krishna 
District; Sankaram, Bavikonda and 
Thotlakonda in Visakhapatnam 
District; Ramatheertham in 

THIMMAMMA MARRIMANU, THE WORLD’S LARGEST BANYAN TREE AND 
“MARRIMANU” RECORDED AS THE BIGGEST TREE IN THE GUINNESS BOOK OF 

WORLD RECORDS IN 1989
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Vizianagaram District; Salihundam 
in Srikakulam District; Lingapalem 
in West Godavari District. Others 
are Pavurallakonda, Chandavaram, 
Guntupalli, Adurru, Kummarilova, 
Kotturu Dhanadibbalu, Karukonda, 
kapavaram, Nandalu

Some tourist attractions in the State 
are:- Araku Valley, known as Andhra 
Ooty near to Vizag City; Undavalli 
caves, a four-storied monolithic 
cave carved out from a hill during 
4th century A.D.; Gandikota fort,  
built on the banks of river Penna 
comprising Madhavaraya and 
Ranganatha temples (called as 
grand canyon of India); Hanuman 
temple at Kanchikacherla village of 
Krishna district (The height of the 
statue is 135 metres); Thimmamma 
Marrimanu, the world’s largest 
banyan tree and “Marrimanu” 
recorded as the biggest tree in the 
Guinness Book of World Records 
in 1989. Lepakshi, the largest 
monolithic Nandi (a bull, the mount 
of Shiva) in the world, (length 27 
feet, height 15 feet), 15 km (9.3 
mi) east of Hindupur; Prakasam 
Barrage in Vijayawada, constructed 

by the British Government in 
the remembrance of Tanguturi 
Prakasam; Kolleru Lake, situated 
between Krishna and West 
Godavari District; Pulicat Lake, 
located at the border of Andhra 
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu covering 
an area of 500 km; Uppalapadu 
Bird Sanctuary , a reserved Bird 
sanctuary at Uppalapadu, Guntur 
district witnessing approximately 
8,000 types of birds from the around 
nations; Ethipothala Falls, located 
in Macherla mandal, Guntur district 
on the river Chandravanka, also 
known as Ethipothala river, one of 
the tributaries of river Krishna; Borra 
Caves in the Anatagiri Hills of the 
Eastern Ghats, near Visakhapatnam 
at an altitude of about 800 to 
1300 metres known for million-
year-old stalactite and stalagmite 
formations; Belum Caves in Kurnool 
District with a length of 3,229 
metres (10,594 ft), making them the 
second largest natural caves on the 
Indian subcontinent; Indira Gandhi 
Zoological Park situated in the 
reserved forests of Visakhapatnam; 
Sri Venkateswara National Park 

situated at the reserved forests 
of Tirumala hills, Chittoor distric, 
comprising many waterfalls such as 
Talakona, Gundalakona and Gunjana; 
Horsely hills, a group of mountains 
of ecological importance situated 
in Madanapalle of Chittoor district; 
Suryalanka beach, a resort developed 
by APTDC situated at a distance of 8 
km from Bapatla, Guntur district.

Rajahmundry often referred to as 
cultural capital of Andhra Pradesh, 
is the hub for Engineering and 
Architectural monuments such as 
Godavari Bridge (World’s second 
largest Road cum Railway Bridge), 
Iskon Temple, Tantikonda, Sir Arthur 
Cotton Museum, Pushkar Ghat, 
Gowthami Ghat. A festival called 
Pushkaram is celebrated along the 
Godavari river for every 12 years 
and Rajahmundry attracts 4-5 crore 
people during the tenure of the 
festival.

The golden beaches at 
Visakhapatnam and the city are 
home to many tourist attractions 
such as the INS Karasura Submarine 
museum, Yarada Beach, VUDA Park. 
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Karnataka

Karnataka has been ranked as 
fourth most popular destination for 
tourism among states of India. It 
has the highest number of national 
protected monuments in India, at 
507.

Kannada dynasties like Kadambas, 
Western Gangas, Chalukyas, 
Rashtrakutas, Hoysalas, 
Vijayanagaras and the Kingdom 
of Mysore ruled from what is 
today Karnataka. They built great 
monuments to Buddhism, Jainism 
and Hinduism. These monuments 
are preserved at Badami, Aihole, 
Pattadakal, Mahakuta, Hampi, 
Lakshmeshwar, Sudi, Hooli, 
Mahadeva Temple (Itagi), Dambal, 
Lakkundi, Gadag, Hangal, Halasi, 
Galaganatha, Chaudayyadanapura, 
Banavasi, Belur, Halebidu, Sringeri, 
Shravanabelagola, Sannati, 
Nanjangud, Mysore, Nandi Hills, 
Kolar, Mudabidri, Gokarna, Bagali, 
Kuruvatti and many more. Notable 
Islamic monuments are present at 
Bijapur, Bidar, Gulbarga, Raichur and 
other part of the state. Gol Gumbaz 
at Bijapur, has the second largest 
pre-modern dome in the world 
after the Byzantine Hagia Sophia. 
Karnataka has two World heritage 

sites, at Hampi and Pattadakal. 
Bellary one of the historical place, we 
can see the forts which were built by 
the great Tipu Sultan for protection.

Karnataka state has several 
palaces such as Bangalore Palace, 
Mysore Palace (also known as 
Ambavilas Palace), Tipu Sultan’s 
Summer Palace, Nalknad Palace, 
Rajendra Vilas, Jaganmohan Palace, 
Jayalakshmi Vilas Mansion, Lalitha 
Mahal, Rajendra Vilas, Cheluvamba 
Mansion, Shivappa Nayaka Palace 
and Daria Daulat Bagh. Karnataka 
is famous for Jog falls of Shimoga 
District is second highest waterfalls 
in Asia. Karnataka has many beaches 
at Malpe, Kaup, Marvanthe, Karwar, 
Gokarna, Murdeshwara, Surathkal. 
Karnataka is a rock climbers 
paradise. Yana in Uttara Kannada, 
Fort in Chitradurga, Ramnagara near 
Bengaluru district, Shivagange in 
Tumkur district and tekal in Kolar 
district are a rock climbers heaven.

Hill stations in Karnataka are 
generally unexplored and more 
pristine than better known ones in 
South India. Major hill stations in the 
state are Agumbe and Kodachadri 
in Shimoga District; Baba Budangiri, 
Kemmangundi, Kudremukh in 
Chikkamagaluru District; Biligiriranga 

Hills in Chamarajanagar District 
and Kodagu district (also known 
as Coorg). Other hilly town and 
regions are Mullayanagiri, Pushpagiri 
(or Kumara Parvatha), Nandi Hills, 
Chikkaballapur district, Kundadri, 
Tadiandamol, Talakaveri, Male 
Mahadeshwara Hills, Himavad 
Gopalaswamy Betta, Ambaragudda, 
Antara Gange, Savandurga, 
Kurinja, Yedakumeri, Siddara Betta, 
Bananthimari Betta, Skandagiri, 
Devarayanadurga and Madhugiri.

Wildlife sanctuaries, national parks 
and tiger reserves: Karnataka is 
the state which has the highest 
population of tigers and elephants 
in India. It is also the state which has 
the third highest leopard population 
in India therefore Karnataka’s wildlife 
makes it the premier wildlife state 
of India. Karnataka has several 
wildlife sanctuaries and national 
parks such as, Bandipur Tiger 
Reserve, Nagarhole Tiger Reserve, 
Bhadra Tiger Reserve, Anshi-Dandeli 
Tiger Reserve, BRT Tiger Reserve 
Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary, Dandeli; 
Ghataprabha Bird Sanctuary; Daroji 
Sloth Bear Sanctuary; Peacock 
sanctuary in Bankapura; Ranebennur 
blackbuck sanctuary, Haveri district; 
Deva Raya Wildlife Sanctuary, near 
Hampi; Attiveri Bird Sanctuary, near 
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Hubli-Dharwad, Uttara Kannada; 
Anshi National Park, Uttara 
Kannada; Magadi Bird Sanctuary, 
Shirahatti; Bhimgad Wildlife 
Sanctuary; Adichunchanagiri Wildlife 
Sanctuary; Arabithittu Wildlife 
Sanctuary ; Biligiriranga Swamy 
Temple Wildlife Sanctuary; Bhadra 
Wildlife Sanctuary; Brahmagiri 
Wildlife Sanctuary; Cauvery Wildlife 
Sanctuary; Melukote Temple Wildlife 
Sanctuary ; in Mandya district; 
Mookambika Wildlife Sanctuary; 
Nugu Wildlife Sanctuary; Pushpagiri 
Wildlife Sanctuary; Sharavathi 
Valley Wildlife Sanctuary; Shettihalli 
Wildlife Sanctuary; Someshwara 
Wildlife Sanctuary; Talakaveri Wildlife 
Sanctuary; Gudavi Bird Sanctuary; 
Mandagadde Bird Sanctuary; 
Kaggaladu Heronry; Kokkare Bellur; 
Bankapura Peacock Sanctuary and 
Bonal Bird Sanctuary.

Kerala

Kerala is a state on the tropical 
Malabar Coast of south-western 
India. Nicknamed as one of the “10 
paradises of the world” by National 
Geographic and also known as 
‘God’s Own Country’, Kerala is 
famous especially for its Eco-tourism 
initiatives. Its unique culture and 
traditions, coupled with its varied 
demography, have made it one of 
the most popular tourist destinations 
in India. Growing at a rate of 13.31%, 
the tourism industry significantly 
contributes to the state’s economy. 
Kerala is known for its tropical 
backwaters and pristine beaches in 
Trivandrum such as Kovalam and 
Varkala.

From the green scapes of 
Idukki to the buzzing cities like 
Thiruvananthapuram and Kochi, 
Kerala has its vivid collection of 
tourist spots. Popular attractions 
in the state include the beaches at 
Kovalam, Kappad, Muzhuppilangad, 
Cherai and Varkala; the hill 
stations of Munnar, Thekkady, 
Ramakkalmedu Nelliampathi, 
Ponmudi and Wayanad; forts like 
the Bekal Fort in Kanhangad and 
St. Angelo’s Fort in Kannur and the 
National Parks/ Wildlife sanctuaries 
at Periyar and Eravikulam. The 
“backwaters” region—an extensive 

network of interlocking rivers, lakes, 
and canals that centre on Alleppey, 
Kumarakom, and Punnamada also 
see heavy tourist traffic. Heritage 
sites, such as East Fort, Kuthira 
Malika, Hill Palace, Mattancherry 
Palace are also famous. Cities such as 
Trivandrum, Cochin, Trichur, Calicut 
and Quilon are popular centres for 
shopping and traditional theatrical 
performance. The Grand Kerala 
Shopping Festival (GKSF) claimed to 
be Asia’s largest shopping festival 
was started in the year 2007. Since 
then it has become an annual 
shopping event being conducted 
in the December–January period. 
During this period stores and shops 
registered under the GKSF offer wide 
range of discounts, vat refunds etc. 
Along with the guaranteed shopping 

experience, shoppers are provided 
with gift coupons for a fixed worth of 
purchase entering them into weekly 
and mega lucky draws. As compared 
to shopping festivals being held in 
other countries, this Festival converts 
the entire state of Kerala into a giant 
shopping mall, incorporating not just 
the big players, but also the small 
and medium scale industries. The 
state’s tourism agenda promotes 
ecologically sustained tourism, 
which focuses on the local culture, 
wilderness adventures, volunteering 
and personal growth of the local 
population. Efforts are taken to 
minimise the adverse effects of 
traditional tourism on the natural 
environment, and enhance the 
cultural integrity of local people.
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Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu was the most visited 
tourist destination by both Indian 
and International tourists in 2014 
with over 320 million domestic visits 
and 4.6 million foreign visits. It has 
places of historical, cultural and 
architectural significance. Tourism in 
Tamil Nadu is promoted by Ministry 
of Tourism by the state government 
with a logo enchanting Tamil Nadu. 
TTDC promotes tourism in the state 
by arranging various functions and 
events. The capital city of Tamil 
Nadu -Chennai- is the only place 
in India to be listed in “52 places 
to go around the world” by “The 
New York Times”. Marina beach in 
Chennai is the second longest beach 
in the world and Chennai is home 
to numerous historic temples and 
parks. Chennai is also nicknamed as 
the Gateway of South India.

Temples - The state has three 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites 
which include the Great Living 
Chola Temples and Mahabalipuram. 
Archaeological sites with civilisation 
dating back to 3800 years have 
been discovered in Tamil Nadu. 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites 
Mahabalipuram sea shore temples 
were built by rulers of Pallava 

dynasty and depicts remarkable art 
and architecture. The Brihadeeswarar 
Temple in Thanjavur was built in 
1010 A.D. Other major temples 
include Madurai Meenakshi Amman 
Temple, Sri Ranganathaswamy 
Temple, Muruka Temple in Pazhani 
and Arunachaleswara Temple. All 
these temples showcase Dravidian 
architecture which prevailed during 
the ancient period. The six abodes of 
Lord Murugan are situated in Tamil 
Nadu.

Sanctuaries and national parks 
-The Western Ghats is one of the 
eight hottest biodiversity hotspots 
in the world and a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. The mangrove forests 
of Pichavaram are the second largest 
in the world and the Gulf of Mannar 
Biosphere Reserve covers an area 
of 10,500 km of ocean, islands and 
the adjoining coastline including 
coral reefs, salt marshes, mangroves 
and is home to endangered aquatic 
species including dolphins, dugongs, 
whales and sea cucumbers. The 
wetlands attract numerous migratory 
birds from Europe and America. The 
state government has established 
13 bird sanctuaries to protect the 
birds from poaching and hunting. 
The state also has various bird 

sanctuaries including 13 established 
bird sanctuaries. The state is home 
to one of the largest populations 
of endangered Indian elephant and 
Bengal tiger. The region is home to 
one-third of the tiger population 
and more than half of the elephant 
population of India. There are four 
Project Tiger reserves and four 
Project Elephant reserves in the state 
which include Anamalai, Mudumalai, 
Sathyamangalam and Kalakkad-
Mundanthurai. Other threatened 
and endangered species found in 
the region include grizzled giant 
squirrel, grey slender loris, sloth 
bear, Nilgiri tahr, Nilgiri langur, lion-
tailed macaque, and Indian leopard. 
Kanyakumari is the southernmost 
tip of mainland India provides 
scenic view of sunset and sunshine 
over the Indian Ocean. Water falls 
like Hogenakkal Falls and wildlife 
sanctuaries are located across the 
state.

Hill stations - Brihadeeswarar Temple 
Thanjavur, UNESCO World Heritage 
Site

Ooty, Kodaikanal and Yercaud are 
well-known hill stations. The Nilgiri 
Mountain Railway is a mountain 
railway built in 1908, and operated 
by a fleet of steam locomotives. In 
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July 2005, UNESCO added the Nilgiri 
Mountain Railway as an extension to 
the World Heritage Site Mountain 
Railways of India.

Medical tourism - The state is a 
popular destination for medical 
tourism and the cities of Chennai 
and Coimbatore house some of 
Asia’s premier hospitals.

Telengana

Telangana, a state with rich historic 
and cultural heritage is one of the 
most frequented tourist places in 
South India. Also known as The 
City of Pearls, Hyderabad is today 
one of the most developed cities 
in the country and a modern hub 
of information technology, ITES, 
and biotechnology. Hyderabad is 
known for its rich history, culture and 
architecture representing its unique 
character as a meeting point for 
North and South India, and also its 
multilingual culture.

Hyderabad ranked second best place 
in the world that one should see 
in 2015 which is published in the 
annual guide of ‘Traveler’ magazine 
of National Geographic.

Birla Mandir, Hyderabad is a white 
marble Hindu temple of Lord 

Venkateshwara on the Naubath 
Pahad in Hyderabad. The Ramappa 
Temple and Thousand Pillar Temple 
in Warangal are famous for their 
temple carvings of the Kakatiya 
dynasty.

Sammakka Saralamma Jatara is held 
every second year in Medaram. 
Gnana Saraswati Temple, Basar 
(Nirmal district) is one of the 
famous Saraswati Temples in India. 
Sri Rajarajeshwara Temple, one 
of the famous and most visited 
Lord Shiva temple is located in 
Vemulawada (Rajanna Sircilla 
district). Vemulavada temple is built 
by Chalukya Kings between AD 750 
and 975. Yadagirigutta is the abode 
of an avatara of Vishnu, Sri Lakshmi 
Narasimha.

Famous Buddhist centres include 
Nelakondapalli (Khammam District), 
Dhulikatta (Karimnagar District), 
Phanigiri (Suryapet District).

Pilgrim centres and temples 
include Bhadrachalam Temple in 
Bhadradri Kothagudem district, 
Ramappa Temple in Warangal 
district, Yadagirigutta in Yadadri 
Bhuvanagiri district, Thousand Pillar 
Temple in Hanamakonda city in 
Warangal District and Kuchadri Sri 

Venkateshwara Swamy temple in 
Kuchanpally, Medak District

Major tourist attractions include 
Charminar – Centre of the 
Hyderabad Old City; Golkonda Fort 
– Largest and 400 years oldest fort; 
Chowmahalla Palace – erstwhile 
official residence of the Nizams 
of Hyderabad; Ramoji Film City 
– Largest Film City in the world 
situated in Hyderabad City; Warangal 
Fort – Oldest fort built by Kakatiya 
before 13th century reflects the 
culture of Telugu people; Thousand 
Pillar Temple - Built by King Rudra 
Deva in 1163 AD which is a specimen 
of the Kakatiyan style of architecture 
of the 12th century; Surendrapuri – 
a unique Mythological Awareness 
Centre near Yadagirigutta, 60 
km from Hyderabad; Salar Jung 
Museum – One of the three National 
Museums of India, situated in 
Hyderabad City; Golkonda, a ruined 
city of south-central India and 
capital of the medieval kingdom of 
Golkonda is situated 11 km west of 
Hyderabad.

Puducherry (UT)

Pondicherry (or Puducherry) an 
erstwhileFrench colonial settlement 
in India until 1954, is now a Union 
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Territory town bounded by the 
southeastern Tamil Nadu state. 
Its French legacy is preserved in 
its French Quarter, with tree-lined 
streets, mustard-colored colonial 
villas and chic boutiques. A seaside 
promenade runs along the Bay of 
Bengal and passes several statues, 
including a 4m-high Gandhi 
Memorial. The Union Territory of 
Puducherry comprises four coastal 
regions viz. Puducherry, Karaikal, 
Mahe and Yanam. Puducherry is 
the Capital of this Union Territory 
and one of the most popular 
tourist destinations in South India. 
Puducherry has been described by 
National Geographic as “a glowing 
highlight of subcontinental sojourn”. 
The city has many colonial buildings, 
churches, temples, and statues, 
which, combined with the systematic 
town planning and the well-planned 
French-style avenues, still preserve 
much of the colonial ambiance.

Major tourist attractions in 
Puducherry include the following:-

 • Paradise Beach, also known 
as the Plage Paradiso,situated in 
Chunnambar, close to Pondicherry 
town;

 • Sri Aurobindo Ashram, a spiritual 
community or ashram located in 
Pondicherry;

 • Auroville, one of those towns 
which appear to come to life right 
out of fiction;

 • Seaside Promenade, one of 
the things that does justice to 
Pondicherry’s French ;

 • Pondicherry beach, a different 
kind of beach with less sand and 
more rocks;

 • Serenity Beach located at a 
distance of 10 kms, on the outskirts 
on Puducherry;

 • Arikamedu, the ruins which 
carried the remnants of the Roman 
trade in India;

 • Auroville Beach, also known as 
the Auro Beach which is a part of 
Auroville Ashram; 

 • Chunambar, a quaint little hamlet 
located along Cuddalore Main Road, 
around 8 km from Pondicherry;

 • Basilica of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, a Gothic style building and a 
highly revered place of worship in 
Pondicherry;

 • Botanical Garden, which is home 
to several exotic varieties of rare 
plants as well as an aquarium;

 • The Lighthouse,  one of 
the remarkable landmarks in 
Pondicherry;. 

 • Jawahar Toy Museum, an ideal 
place for kids which  houses a wide 
range of dolls and toys collected 
from all over the country;

 • French War Memorial, a stylish 
structure located in the Goubert 
Avenue and dedicated to the soldiers 
who lost their lives in the First World 
War;

 • Sri Manakula Vinayagar Temple, 
an ancient temple dedicated to Lord 
Ganesha and is said to have been 
established almost 5 centuries ago;

 • Pondicherry Museum, located 
in the Bharathi Park which houses a 
fantastic collection of sculptures and 
has the remains of the archeological 
findings from the Arikamedu Roman 
settlement;

 • Gokilambal Thirukameshwar 
Temple a beautiful temple dedicated 
to Lord Shiva; 

 • Chidambaram, a highly revered 
temple town located about 58 km 
from Pondicherry, known for its 
several ancient shrines and historic 
buildings;

 • Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral, a beautiful place of 
worship established in year 1686;

 • Varadaraja Perumal Temple, an 

ancient temple dating back to 12th 
century and is of great religious 
significance;

 • Church of Our Lady of Angels 
mainly renowned for its immaculate 
stone work; 

 • The Statue of Dupleix, a  3 meter 
high statue established to honour 
Francois Dupleix, who governed 
Pondicherry till 1754;

 • Meeran Mosque, one of the most 
revered religious spot by Muslims 
which was built about three hundred 
and fifty years ago. In fact, it serves 
as the oldest mosque in Pondicherry 
with a distinct type of architecture;

 • Ananda Pillai Mansion, located 
on the Ranga Pillai Street which is 
one of the most ancient heritage 
buildings of Pondicherry;

 • ISKCON Pondicherry situated 
in the Krishna Nagar locality of 
Pondicherry, which is a Hindu 
revered temple dedicated to Lord 
Krishna and his consort, colloquially 
known as ‘Ashta Devi’.;

 • Sri Karneshwar Nataraja Temple 
located on the Pudhukuppam Beach 
in Pondicherry, which is the most 
unusual and yet one of the most 
beautiful temples present in India; 

 • Auroville Ashram conceived as 
the ‘Universal Town’ which is a great 
epitome of community living and 
the place where people of different 
nationalities, culture, religion, 
traditions all come together to truly 
live in peace and harmony;

 • Yanam Beach which  is an 
excellent getaway for those looking 
to spend quiet time away from the 
crowds. 

Thus South India is the abode 
of hundreds of major tourism 
destinations in India.  It is no wonder 
that this part of the country enjoys a 
place of prominence in the tourism 
map of India.
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APPOINTMENTS

Vijay Ramamoorthy 
Director of Marketing
Four Seasons Hotel Bengaluru

Sascha Lenz 
General Manager
Park Hyatt Chennai 

Chandan Kr Chanchal 
General Manager 
Hotel The Manohar-Hyderabad. 

Keerthan Shetty
Executive Housekeeper
Holiday Inn Chennai OMR IT 
Expressway

Ramamoorthy has over 19 years of experience in 
hospitality sales from The Oberoi Group in India with 
a proven record of building successful teams to drive 
revenues, brand positioning, revenue management, 
and sales processes. In his current role, he will be 
responsible for overseeing the dynamic Sales & 
Marketing team at the hotel as they position the 
second Four Seasons in the country as the top luxury 
destination in the Garden City, for business travellers 
and leisure guests alike.

Originally from Germany, Sascha Lenz  started his 
career in 1999 with Starwood Hotels and Resorts. He 
then joined the Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group in 
2004 at the Kahala Mandarin Oriental in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. Sascha’s career with Hyatt began in 2007 
with Grand Hyatt Berlin as the Assistant Director of 
Food & Beverage. His recent stint before joining Park 
Hyatt Chennai was as Executive Assistant Manager, 
Food & Beverage at Grand Hyatt Goa, where he was 
responsible for planning and controlling the work of 
the food and beverage and hotel operations. 

He brings with him over 16 years of hospitality expe-
rience with core competency in Sales & Marketing. 
He has previously been associated with other reputed 
Brands like Hyatt, Radisson, Holiday Inn, Sarovar Hotels, 
and The Lalit etc. In his new role Kumar will oversee 
overall Hotel Operations by providing strategic guid-
ance to the team.

Shetty helms the affairs of administration of all house-
keeping and all laundry facilities while ensuring secure 
environment for all guests. He is skilled in Hospitality 
Industry, Guest Recovery, Rooms Division Management, 
Yield Management, and Property Management Systems. 
He has previously worked at Hotel Royal Orchid Banga-
lore, Radisson Resort & Spa Kumarakum, Kerala, Zuri Re-
sort & Casino Goa, and Hyatt Regency Pune & Ludhiana. 
His main work profile involves administrating efficient 
working of all housekeeping department at all times and 
supervising all work. 

Sunil Menon 
Country Manager for India Market
Tourism Fiji

Tourism Fiji has appointed Sunil Menon its new Country 
Manager for India. In his previous role, Menon champi-
oned strategic planning, sales, marketing and enhance-
ments across Tourism Boards, DMC’s in Greece, Jordan, 
Vietnam, Kenya, Australia and New Zealand, Hotel 
chains like Cinnamon Hotels and Resorts – Sri Lanka and 
Maldives and Jumeirah Group of Hotels. Menon initially 
started his career more than two decades ago in the 
airline industry and possesses a competent handle in 
elevating destination Fiji’s presence in India. 

Vikas Mittar
Director of Finance
Novotel & Ibis Bengaluru Outer 
Ring Road

Vikas brings across a rich experience in the hospitality 
of 15 years and overall experience in Finance of over 
19 years. He has also previously held the role of 
Multi-Property Director of Finance with the Marriott 
International in Kerala as well as Director of Finance for 
hotels at Eros Group.
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Arittra Basu
Four Points by Sheraton Bengaluru 
Whitefield

He will be responsible for spear-heading sales strate-
gies for the hotel. He is the winner of many awards in 
the organizations he has worked including Marriott Ho-
tels. He most recently held the role of Assistant Direc-
tor of Sales for Courtyard by Marriott, Madurai where 
he streamlined the activities of the sales, revenue and 
reservations and developed the strategic action plan for 
the demand generators in the Madurai market.  He is a 
graduate from the University of Wales.

Kadambari Sabharwal Talwar
Hotel Manager
Four Points by Sheraton Bengaluru 
Whitefield

She brings with her over 18 years of of illustrious indus-
try experience. In her current role, Kadambari will be 
spearheading various initiatives that guarantee out-
standing guest service and financial profitability. Prior 
to this, she was the Market Director of Sales & Mar-
keting at Marriott in Bangalore. She started her career 
with the Renaissance Mumbai Convention Center as a 
Management Traineeand then moved to begin her stint 
as Senior Sales Manager in the Marriott Family. Kad-
ambari holds aBachelor’s Degree in Hotel Management 
from Institute of Hotel Management, Aurangabad.

Dolphy Lobo
Executive Chef
Le Meridien Hyderabad

Rahul Panwar
Hotel Manager
Novotel & ibis Bengaluru Outer 
Ring Road. 

Deva Kumar
Executive Chef
Hyatt Regency, Chennai 

Parag Sawhney
General Manager
The Westin Hyderabad 
Mindspace

Lobo brings with him over 15 years of culinary 
experience and specializes in Pan Asian, European 
and South Indian cuisine. An avid foodie he is trained 
under Iron Chef Masaharu Morimoto and Grand Chef 
Hemant Oberoi. With an illustrious career Chef Dolphy 
brings with him vast knowledge and understanding of 
the hospitality industry. He started his career in 2004 
as a trainee at Taj Mahal Hotel Mumbai. He has worked 
with brands like – Taj hotels, Hilton hotels, Marriott 
international.

In his new role, Rahul will be responsible for the day to 
day operations at the 526 keys combo hotel - Novotel 
& ibis Bengaluru Outer Ring Road. His last assignment 
was as an Executive Assistant Manager at the 462 keys 
Novotel Phu Quoc Resort & Villas in Vietnam. He brings 
with him a rich international hospitality experience with 
over 13 years across global hospitality brands in India, 
USA, China & Vietnam.

Kumar brings with him over 16 years of hospitality 
experience, and in his new role he will be seen 
overlooking the kitchen operations in the hotel. He 
started his career with Oberoi Hotels and then later 
moved on to work with distinguished hotels such as 
The Park Bengaluru, Courtyard Marriott, Park Hyatt 
Chennai, JW Marriott Mumbai and Crowne Plaza 
Chennai Adyar Park.

With him over 17 years of illustrious industry 
experience. In his current role, Sawhney will be 
spearheading various initiatives that guarantee 
outstanding guest service and financial profitability. He 
started his career with the ITC Grand Maratha Sheraton 
in Mumbai and then moved to Dubai to begin his stint 
with The Renaissance Dubai Hotel. Sawhney holds a 
Master’s in Business Management from the Oxford 
Brookes University, and a Bachelor of Technology in 
Hospitality Administration/Management from Dr. D.Y. 
Patil Institute of Hotel Management.
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The Indian Hotels Company’s iconic 
brand,  Taj, has announced the 
opening of its new hotel in Tirupati. 
The city is home to the renowned 
shrine of Tirumala Venkateswara 
Temple. Located in close proximity 
to the Tirumala hills, Taj Tirupati of-
fers unparalleled views of the hills. 
Taj Tirupati with 106 rooms has a 
distinctive Dravidian style of archi-
tecture design evident in its solid 
lines, open spaces and characteristic 
curves. The hotel offers an all-day 
diner – Varuna, local Andhra fla-
vours along with global cuisines, a 
regional cuisine restaurant – South-
ern Spice. Other culinary options 
include Upper Deck, the hotel’s grill 
station and Neera – a contemporary 
bar. 

IHCL OPENS TAJ TIRUPATI

Airports Authority of India (AAI) 
has launched a first of its kind 
Airport Kitchen equipped with 
state-of-the-art-facilities at the 
Chennai International Airport. This 
unique and mammoth kitchen 
is fully equipped with the latest 
applications, high-end equipment, 
and cutting-edge technology. 

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA (AAI) LAUNCHES FIRST OF- ITS-KIND AIRPORT 
KITCHEN IN CHENNAI

Spread across approximately 
15000 sq. ft., it will be operated 
and managed by Travel Food 
Services (TFS).

The kitchen also boasts of VRV 
for air-conditioning, hydro 
pneumatic systems for domestic 
water supply, and fire suppression 
systems. It houses thirteen cold 

Cochin Port Trust (CPT) is gearing 
up for making available land for 
starting various mega projects in 
trade and industry in Willington 
Island, Kochi where land price 
is ever on the rise. As the first 
initiative in this direction, CPT is 
setting the stage for launching a 
Hospitality and Business District in 
an area of 55 acres in Willington 
Island between Kannanghat Bridge 
and Alexander Parambithara Bridge 
in the city.

The project is expected to give 
room for an investment of over 

COCHIN PORT TRUST SETTING STAGE FOR A HOSPITALITY AND 
BUSINESS DISTRICT

Rs.5000 crore. CPT expects the 
project to attract big investors 
and the land is being taken under 
lease for a period of 50 years. The 
55 acres area at the southern side 
of the Willington Island is waiting 
for  investments in the form of  
star hotels, mega tourism projects, 
sports and entertainment complexes 
etc. Buidings upto 8 storeyed 
ones can be constructed here. 
Proximity to NH 966 B is another 
favourable factor for the land 
which is adjoining to the Alexander 
Parambithara bridge.

storage facilities, with the total 
capacity of over 20,000 litres, 
food automation machines for 
frying, grilling, roasting and so 
on; high capacity ventilation 
equipment, and elevators etc. It 
is also equipped with appliances 
that include — cooking centres to 
conduct various cooking jobs such 
as stewing, braising, deep-frying 
and boiling, along with blast-
chillers to get the temperature of 
hot food from over 75 degrees 
to below 5 degrees (danger 
zone) within 2 hours. It also has 
automated LPG-operated cook-
woks with a capacity of 80kgs, 
vegetable cutters, rice washers, 
coconut scrappers, high-pressure 
jet washers, and refrigerated 
vehicles for dispatch. 

NEWS
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BLTM is a trade show, visitors below 15 years are not allowed. (Rights of admission reserved)
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LEMON TREE HOTELS LTD. DEBUTS IN VIJAYAWADA WITH ITS 
ECONOMY BRAND, RED FOX

Emon Tree Hotels Ltd. marked its 
entry into Vijayawada with the 
launch of the 101 room hotel – Red 
Fox Hotel, Vijayawada. Set on the 
banks of the Krishna River in the 
city of Vijayawada, it is an ideal 
destination for both business and 
leisure travellers. Just 1.5 kms from 
the railway station, it is in close 
proximity to the ornate Kanaka 
Durga Temple, nestled on the 

Indrakeeladri Hill, the Undavalli 
Caves featuring ancient rock-cut 
temples and the Bhavani Island 
on the Krishna River. The hotel’s 
strategic location offers multiple 
options to experience the city’s 
tradition, architecture and ethos. For 
recreational activities in the close 
vicinity, Raghavaiah Park and VMC 
Disneyland promise an engaging 
experience. The hotel is a short 
distance away from the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Auto Nagar Industrial 
Estate, which houses some of the 
biggest automobile, pharmaceutical 
and agricultural companies such 
as Ashok Leyland Automotive 
Manufacturers, Yokohama India, 
IMIS, Darwin and Lupin Agro. The 
hotel offers a mix of 101 smart 
rooms and a multi-cuisine coffee 
shop – Clever Fox Café.

Sarovar Hotels and Resort 
announced the opening of a new 
hotel in the Godavari Delta of 
Andhra Pradesh. Dindi is in the 
intersection where the Godavari 
joins the Bay of Bengal. A 
destination is known for its coconut 
plantations, serene backwaters, 
vast lakes and palm-fringed canals 
making it the ultimate location for 
a perfect riverside holiday. RVR 
Sarovar Portico, Dindi has designed 
rooms and Suites, with a view of 
beautiful lilies and lotus plants. The 
Godavari Banquet hall offers the 
ideal venue for events of any sort, 
from weddings to private parties, 

SAROVAR HOTELS & RESORTS EXPANDS IN ANDHRA PRADESH 

leisure events to corporate retreats 
for up to 150 guests. Flavours are 
RVR Sarovar Portico’s multi-cuisine 
restaurant which serves popular 
dishes from around the world along 
with authentic local delicacies of 
Dindi. Also, the hotel has a well-
equipped fitness centre, Lake view 
and complimentary Wi-Fi. The 
admirers of picturesque scenic 
beauty and pristine backwaters have 
a bounty of options to choose from 
Antervedi beach to Peruru Heritage 
Village, Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary 
to Sri Laxmi Narasimha Swamy 
Temple, surely not to miss a boat 
ride on the Godavari.

South African Tourism is all set 
to mark the beginning of 2020 
with their biggest, independent 
travel trade initiative in India – 
their annual Roadshow. The 17th 
edition of the Roadshow will 
travel to the 3 Indian cities of 
Bangalore, Pune and Mumbai on 
13th, 14th and 15th January 2020 
respectively. Capitalizing on the 
massive growth potential offered 
by the Indian outbound traveller 
segment, the 48 member South 
African trade delegation will take 
the opportunity to educate and 
enable Indian trade partners to sell 
the destination better. In addition 
to experiences, representatives from 
accommodation establishments, 
destination management companies, 
airlines, tourism associations will 
display their products and engage 
Indian travel and trade associates. 
2019 was a yet another remarkable 
year for South African Tourism 
in India. Through the course of 
the year, the destination board 
succeeded in driving Indian traveller 
aspiration and demand for South 
Africa through aggressive consumer 
and trade engagements, including 
similar high-impact partnerships and 
focused familiarization trips.

SOUTH AFRICAN TOURISM’S 
17TH ANNUAL ROADSHOW TO 
TRAVEL TO THREE INDIAN 
CITIES IN 2020
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President , Mr.K.Syama Raju and Members of the SIHRA Executive Committee visited Vietnam In November. The 
purpose of the visit was to promote bilateral tourism.  Both countries have a simplified visa process to facilitate 
travel. Incidentally 2019 is the ASEAN - India year of Tourism.

A NEW SIHRA INITIATIVE - MEETING FOR  THE EAGLE APPLICATION DEVELOPED FOR HOTELS 
BY AMTEX SYSTEMS IN CONSULTATION WITH THE TAMIL NADU POLICE

The  Tamilnadu Police  in 
consultation with AMTEX System, 
have developed an application 
called EAGLE, This application, if 
installed in the hotel software, 
will immediately transfer details 
of the guest checking in to the 

police station nearby where hotels 
are statutorily required to file 
the details on a daily basis. This 
application would reduce paperwork 
as well as additional data entry 
work. The data is transmitted in 
real-time and is available with the 

police,  who will check for anti-
social elements, people with lookout 
notices against them staying in 
hotels and would alert the hotel 
and take appropriate action. This 
is now available only in Tamilnadu. 
Earlier, as an initiative of the Tamil 
Nadu Police,  Amtex developed the 
Kavalan SOS application which is 
widely used in Tamil Nadu, it allows 
the user to seek police assistance in 
the event of an emergency or safety 
concerns. The Tamilnadu Police 
were keen to popularise the EAGLE 
application among all the hotels 
in Tamilnadu. Mr.T.Nataraajan, 
CEO, GRT Hotels and Resorts and 
Honorary Secretary, SIHRA arranged 
to inform all the Member Hoteliers 
from Chennai and the rest of Tamil 
Nadu and arranged for a meeting 
to explain the benefits of the Eagle 
Application. The application can also 
be used to verify the antecedents of 
staff working at the hotels.

A meeting in this connection was 
held on 14h December 2019 at GRT 
Grand, Chennai. The Commissioner 
of Police, Mr.A.K.Viswanathan 
addressed the meeting. Mr.Sunny 
Pokala, Chairman and CEO of Amtex 
Systems, explained the benefits of 
the Eagle Application. The meeting 
was attended by personnel from 
over 50 hotels and a large number 
of senior police officials.
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MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL SIGNS MILESTONE SIX-HOTEL DEAL WITH HOTEL OWNER 
PRESTIGE GROUP TO EXPAND FOOTPRINT IN INDIA

Marriott International announced 
the signing of agreements to 
open six new hotels across India, 
underscoring both companies’ 
commitment to expanding in 
this dynamic country. Under the 
agreement, Prestige Group would 

build new hotels across the W, 
JW Marriott, Tribute Portfolio 
and Moxy brands across India’s 
Southern belt, representing nearly 
1,000 rooms across four brands. 
One of India’s largest and most 
successful real estate developers, 

Prestige Group, plans to open the 
W Bengaluru, Tribute Portfolio 
Resort Bengaluru, Tribute Portfolio 
Hotel Kochi Maradu, JW Marriott 
Bengaluru Prestige Golfshire Resort 
& Spa, Moxy Chennai and Moxy 
Bengaluru, all of which are expected 
to open between 2021 and 2025.  
Set to debut in India, the Moxy 
brand targets Next-gen millennial 
travellers with its fun and playful 
service, buzzing social spaces, and 
stylish, tech-forward guest rooms.  
The agreement expects to see the 
anticipated opening of the 125-
room Moxy Chennai and 200-room 
Moxy Bengaluru, which are both 
expected to open in 2024. With 
this signing, Marriott International 
is also expecting to open the W 
Bengaluru in 2025. 

South India Travel Expo – SITE 
2020, the biggest travel, tourism 
and hospitality expo in South 
India will be held at Uday Palace, 
Kowdiar, Trivandrum, Kerala from 
7th May to 10th May, 2020. The 
official brochure for SITE 2020 
was released by Union Minister 

for Tourism Prahlad Singh Patel at 
an event held at New Delhi. “SITE 
2020 will be a game changer for 
South India tourism and will surely 
boost the tourism and hospitality 
business prospects of South India 
states” he said. Manoj Babu, CEO, 
SITE 2020, Siji Nair, Managing 

Director, Metro Media and Prasad 
Manjali, Managing Director, 
Citrine Hospitality were present at 
the function. South India Travel 
Expo is envisioned as a grand 
networking venue for key players 
in hospitality industry from the 
South Indian states and focus on 
tourism exchange between southern 
states of India. The event is being 
organised by South Kerala Hoteliers’ 
Forum (SKHF) in association with 
South India Hotels and Restaurants 
Association (SIHRA). The event is 
supported by Kerala tourism and 
other South Indian state tourism 
boards.

The event will host around 3000 
travel, tour operators both from 
India and abroad and will have 
200+ stalls. First day (8th) of 
the event is dedicated to trade 
category, second day (9th) to 
Corporate category. The third day 
(10th) will be open for general 
public. Those who are interested to 
participate are requested to register 
at www.skhfsite.com. For details, 
contact: 9947733339.

SOUTH INDIA TRAVEL EXPO (SITE 2020) TO BE HELD AT THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
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Sri Kadakampally Surendran, Minister for Tourism, Government of Kerala 
is handing over the SITE’s Official  invitation to Dr Mohammed Al Kindi, 
former Minister of United Arab Emirates.

SITE UPDATES

SITE 2020 logo release
Kerala Tourism Minister Sri Kadakampally Surendran 
receiving First copy of Official Brochure, SITE 2020

Sri Baraka H Luvanda, High 
Commissioner of the United Republic 
of Tanzania receives official  invitation 
to attend SITE 2020

SITE’s Official invitation presented to Sri Vellamandi 
N Natarajan, Minister for Tourism, Tamilnadu

Team SITE with Sri Sanjay Shreevats, Regional Director at 
Ministry of Tourism, Government of India

Team SITE with Sri Natarajan, Secretary SIHRA 
at his Chennai office

Team SITE with the Principal Secretary- Tourism, Govt. of 
Karnataka, SIHRA President Sri Syama Raju and Sri Sharma 
IFS Managing Director, Jungle Lodges
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03, 04 & 05 Feb 2020
Bombay Exhibition Centre, Goregaon (E) - Mumbai

www.otm.co.in
REGISTER NOW!
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